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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE ROME 16746 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: AGAO, ELTN 

SUBJECT: GAO STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL URBAN RAILCAR MARKET 
REFS: (A) STATE 203417; (B) STATE 215439; (C) BRUSSELS 16017 

1 . IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS REQUESTED REFTELS, EMBASSY IS 
ENCOUNTERING SIGNIFICANT DELAYS AND HESITANCY ON PART OF ITALIAN 
OFFICIALS. IN MOST CASES OUR WORKING-LEVEL CONTACTS ARE RE- 
LUCTANT TO MAKE ANY APPOINTMENTS WITHOUT CONSULTING THEIR 
SUPERIORS. ACOTRAL, THE ROME TRANSIT AGENCY WHICH OVERSEES 

THE SUBWAYS, HAS INSISTED WE SEND THEM LETTER DETAILING GAO'S 
INTERESTS BEFORE ACOTRAL WILL EVEN CONSIDER MAKING APPOINTMENTS. 
FOR LETTER WE ARE DRAWING UPON GUIDANCE PROVIDED US IN REF. (A). 
MINISTRY OF INDUSTRY CONTACT WELL AWARE OF PROBLEM, BUT STATED 
HE COULD NOT DO ANYTHING ON THIS SUBJECT WITHOUT CONSULTING 
HIS DIRECTOR-GENERAL. 

2. THUS FAR WE HAVE HAD ONLY ONE DIRECT REFUSAL. THAT 
WAS FROM THE INDUSTRIAL RECONSTRUCTION INSTITUTE (IRI), 

WHICH POINTED OUT THAT THEY ARE NOT IN THE BUSINESS OF MAKING 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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URBAN RAILCARS. (THEIR ONLY HOLDING IN THE RAIL INDUSTRIES 
IS FIRM ANSALDO WHICH MAKES LOCOMOTIVES ENGINES). WE WILL 
CONTINUE OUR EFFORTS WITH THE OTHER OGANIZATIONS, AND WILL 
KEEP ADDRESSEES INFORMED OF FURTHER DEVELOPMENTS. 

3. COMMENT. NO ONE IN EMBASSY CAN RECALL ANOTHER OCCASION 
WHERE THERE HAS BEEN SUCH HESITATION IN MAKING APPOINTMENTS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

FOR A VISITING STUDY TEAM. WE CONCLUDE THAT THE ITALIANS 
ARE UNSUALLY SENSITIVE TO OUT INTEREST IN THIS ISSUE. 

LIKE THE BELGIANS (REF. (C)) THEY CANNOT BE UNAWARE THAT 
THE "ALLEGATIONS FROM U.S. URBAN RAILCAR MANUFACTURERS" 

CITED IN REF. (A) CAME ABOUT BECAUSE AN ITALIAN FIRM 
(BREDA) GOT THE CLEVELAND SUBWAY CONTRACT. 

HOLMES 
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